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WATER SUPPLY

DAM RESERVES CAN LAST 100 DAYS

Penang doing all it
can to ensure dam
reserves last until
rainy season in April

AUDREY DERMAWAN
GEORGE TOWN
audreymd@nst.com.my

HE water level at the Air

Itam and Teluk Bahang

dams will last for about

100 days if the prolonged
drought and excessive use by the
people continue.

Penang Water Sup-
ply Corporation chief
executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidin-
sa said it was doing
all it could to ensure
the dam reserves
could last until April,
until the rains ar-
rived.

“Rest assured, the
water supply will be
adequate for the Chi-
nese New Year cele-
bration.

“We just want to re-

B )
Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa

the New Straits
Times.

Penang had been
placed on high alert
after recording the
worst dam water lev-
els in the state’s his-
tory.

The water level at
the Air Itam dam was
at 61.5 per cent yes-
terday, compared
with 61.1 per cent on
Wednesday.

The water level at
the Teluk Bahang

mind people to use less water to dam dropped to 39 per cent yes-

ensure that the existing capac-

terday from 39.1 per cent on

ities can last until April,” he told Wednesday.

The main cause of the low wa-
ter level was the abnormally low
rainfall over the past four months
due to climate change.

Jaseni said although the water
level at the Teluk Bahang dam
was at 39 per cent, its capacity
was seven times that of the Air
[tam dam.

“So we are looking at the vol-
ume stored in the dams.”

The Teluk Bahang dam is the
largest reservoir on Penang is-
land.

In 2016, the water level at the
Teluk Bahang dam reached a new
low of about 46 per cent due to
the El Nino phenomenon.

In March last year, it was re-

ported that the water level at the
Air Itam dam could last for only
49 days due to the prolonged
drought.

The dam serves about 200,000
people in Air Itam, Paya
Terubong and Jalan Masjid
Negeri.

Jaseni said cloud seeding
would be conducted only when
the dams reached a critical level
of below 30 per cent.

“For now, we will rely less on
the dams and optimise the draw-
ing of water from Sungai Muda on
the mainland.”

Penang is the only state that
has not carried out water ra-
tioning.




